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The Mansfield Library Catalog

http://libcat.lib.umt.edu:8000/
The library's catalog includes government publications from 1976 through the present. In addition, the library is continually adding records for older government documents to the catalog to improve access.

WorldCat

WorldCat is useful for tracking down the SuDoc number for an older government document. Since SuDoc numbers do not change from library to library (they are usually assigned by the Government Printing Office), a SuDoc call number you find on WorldCat should be valid in the UM Library. For items printed before 1976, check the shelf before assuming we don’t own it; the UM library catalog does not yet reflect all of our government document holdings.

[NOTE:  Access this database through the “Database A-Z list” link on the Mansfield Library website.]
Serial Set

The Serial Set was one of the earliest means of distributing federal government information to citizens. The Serial Set includes Congressional documents (bills, reports, special investigations) and many 19th and early 20th century executive documents (special and annual reports) that were ordered by Congress to be printed.

U.S. Congressional Serial Set

This digital version of the American State Papers and Serial Set currently covers 1789-1980. For the broadest search, choose a “full text” search in the drop-down list to the right of the search box.

[NOTE:  Access this database through the “Database A-Z list” link on the Mansfield Library website.]
Lexis-Nexis Congressional

Lexis-Nexis Congressional is the best means of searching the full Serial Set and other Congressional materials (such as hearings). You can search by subject, title, committee, witness, or document number (to name a few options), and limit by year, Congress, or document type. The SuDoc number or Serial Set volume number listed in the records should lead you to the full document.

[NOTE:  Access this database through the “Database A-Z list” link on the Mansfield Library website.]
Additional Helpful Databases
Digital National Security Archive (DNSA)

“The database includes more than 63,000 of the most important declassified documents regarding critical U.S. policy decisions.”

[NOTE:  Access this database through the “Database A-Z list” link on the Mansfield Library website or through the “Databases by Subject,” Federal Government Documents cluster.]
Hein Online

This database provides the full text of all Supreme Court opinions, the U.S. Statutes at Large (all public and private laws), treaties and agreements, Presidential documents, the Code of Federal Regulations, and the Federal Register.

[NOTE:  Access this database through the “Database A-Z list” link on the Mansfield Library website.]
Great Sources for Digital and Digitized Historical Materials

While a great number of historical government publications are still available only in print, microfiche, or microfilm, many entities are working on converting those materials to digital formats. Here are some of the best projects from libraries, agencies, and non-profits for historical documents.

American Memory Collection

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/
The Library of Congress is building an extensive digital library collection. The American Memory collection includes a wide variety of materials: photographs, correspondence, manuscripts, sheet music, sound recordings, motion pictures, etc. Search by subject or browse collections.

American Presidency Project

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/index.php
A digital collection of Messages and Papers of the Presidents, Public Papers of the Presidents, Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents, and transcripts of addresses.
Foreign Relations of the United States 

http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/FRUS/ 
"The Foreign Relations of the United States series is the official documentary historical record of major U.S. foreign policy decisions that have been declassified and edited for publication." This is the University of Wisconsin digital edition.
Google Books

http://tinyurl.com/y85pp63
Many libraries are participating in the Google Books Project, and numerous government publications are included in the Google Book Search as a result. Full access to government publications post-1923 is rare at present.

Internet Archive: U.S. Government Documents

http://www.archive.org/details/USGovernmentDocuments 

Full-text, digitized publications

Kappler’s Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/kappler/index.htm 
Compiles U.S. treaties, laws and executive orders pertaining to Native American Indian tribes.

Making of America

http://digital.library.cornell.edu/m/moa/
The Cornell Making of America website includes digitized editions of a pair of classic primary sources series for Civil War research: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion (http://moa.cit.cornell.edu/moa/browse.monographs/ofre.html) and The War of the Rebellion: a Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies (http://moa.cit.cornell.edu/moa/browse.monographs/waro.html). These volumes are also available in print in the library, if that is a more convenient format.
National Agricultural Library Digital Repository

http://naldr.nal.usda.gov/
This digital library has many historical USDA publications. If you are researching food, agricultural, or home economics issues, this website may help.
University of North Texas Digital Collections

http://www.library.unt.edu/govinfo/digital-collections
The UNT library has digitized large numbers of government publications, particularly USDA publications, Congressional Research Service reports, FCC publications, and WWII newsmaps.

USGS Publications Warehouse

http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/
The USGS has scanned a large number of their historical reports (and the scanning process is ongoing). If you are conducting research related to natural resources, mining, etc., these publications may be helpful. 

Wirtz Labor Digital Library

http://www.dol.gov/oasam/library/digital/main.htm
The Department of Labor’s online library includes DoL publications, trade union and labor history materials, labor leaders’ biographies, statistical abstracts and more.

Congressional Record

Congress has had several series that provide minutes or transcripts of legislative debates held on the floor of the House and Senate:

Annals of Congress (1789 to 1824)

Register of Debates (1824 to 1837)

Congressional Globe (1833 to 1873)

Congressional Record (1873 to present)
They can provide insight into concerns raised during the legislative process, help to identify key players in a bill’s passage (or failure), and refer to related reports. When tracking legislation, it helps to know the year or Congress that a bill was introduced. Then, use the index volume for that Congress (which will be located next to the Congressional Record volumes for that Congressional year or incorporated into the volume in the case of the Congressional Globe) to locate all references to a bill or subject. 

The numbers in the Congressional Globe index refer to the relevant issue number. The Congressional Record index will give you a shorthand version of the history of the bill (who introduced it, if a report was issued for it, if it passed the House or Senate, etc.) and indicate key page numbers within the Record. 

The Mansfield Library has extensive holdings of the Congressional Record and its predecessors on Level 1 at call number X 1.1:.

The library also has access to the Congressional Record through the Hein Online database.
Census Bureau Materials

Typically, the U.S. Decennial Census is a good way to get a statistical overview of an area; however, the Census Bureau also collects statistics at other times and on other subjects than demography. 

Statistical Abstract of the United States (1878-present) and Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 1970

URL: http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/past_years.html 

“The Statistical Abstract of the United States, published since 1878, is the authoritative and comprehensive summary of statistics on the social, political, and economic organization of the United States.” The Statistical Abstract is one of the best places to start your search for statistics.
Historical Census Browser

URL: http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/collections/stats/histcensus/
A University of Virginia product for extracting historical census data down to the county level.

Census Microfilm

For more detailed data, the original records of the Census (i.e., individual short- and long-form records) become available to the public after 72 years. These can be helpful for getting very specific information about cities or particular citizens. The Mansfield Library has microfilm rolls of records for Montana for the censuses of 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920, and 1930. Also, if you have a Missoula Public Library card, you can access these individual Census records through the public library’s subscription to the Heritage Quest database.
Call numbers:

Short form records are at call number 312.0973 U58p [year] Index
Long form records are at call number 312.0973 U58p [year]
General Land Office Records & Maps

The Bureau of Land Management has created a Federal Land Patents Database that allows you to search for General Land Office grants issued between 1820 and 1908. You can perform a basic search, where you can search by state and patentee name, or a standard search, where you can search by patentee name, by a particular location (described by county, section, township, range, etc.), or by date and land office: http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
The State of Montana has a GLO website with digital copies of all Montana plat and boundary maps. This is a great resource for finding early, detailed survey maps of Montana: http://glo.mt.gov/. 

Other Historical Maps

A great deal of U.S. mapping has been conducted by the federal government. The Mansfield Library historical map collection largely focuses on Montana and the Northwest. Look for these maps using the library online catalog, the map card catalog (housed on Level 1), and the Indexed, Annotated Cartobibliography of the University of Montana Mansfield Library Historical Map Collection 
(call number: 912.78 X M287i).

David Rumsey Historical Map Collection

http://www.davidrumsey.com/
Includes over 13,600 digital maps with a focus on rare 18th and 19th century North and South America maps. Historic maps of the World, Europe, Asia and Africa are also represented.
Digital Sanborn Maps for Montana, 1867–1970

http://weblib.lib.umt.edu:2048/login?url=http://sanborn.umi.com
Account Name: bitterroot ; Password: welcome
Library of Congress Map Collections, 1500–2004

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/gmdhome.html
A searchable and browsable collection of historic maps

Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection — Historical Maps

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/index.html 

An excellent collection of maps scanned by the University of Texas Libraries

National Archives

The National Archives (http://www.archives.gov/index.html) are an incredible resource for primary source materials. There are indices and databases that can help you find relevant information.

Access to Archival Databases (AAD)

http://www.archives.gov/aad/index.html
The AAD provides access to electronic records and record databases (for instance, Korean War casualty lists).

Archival Research Catalog (ARC)

http://www.archives.gov/research_room/arc/index.html
The ARC covers about 30% of the National Archives holdings.

Microfilm Publications Catalog

http://www.archives.gov/research_room/alic/research_tools/search_microfilm_catalog.html
"The Microfilm Publications Catalog is a searchable web database of NARA's almost 3,400 numbered microfilm publications."

Mansfield Library Government Documents Guides

Government Information LibGuide

http://libguides.lib.umt.edu/govinfo 

This guide includes recommended resources in historical research, guidelines for citing government documents, and other tips.

Recommended book for citation guidance:
Cheney, Debora. The complete guide to citing government information resources: a manual for social science & business research. Bethesda, MD: LexisNexis, 2002. (Call number: 808.066016 G234c 2002 at Level 3 Information Center)
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